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INTRODUCTION
In September 2019, gang criminality continued to
rise in River State without corresponding
progress by law enforcement. The month also
witnessed attack on Police officers, politically
motivated killings and inter communal murders.
However, the most bizarre of the incidents of
killings were those by a serial killer(s) following a
pattern of femicide in hotels in Rivers State. In the
month of September, Rivers State witnessed an
unsettling brand of atrocious killings where
women in their 20s and 30s are specifically
targeted and killed in circumstances that appear as
serial ritual murders. In many of the cases, the
victims seem strangled, and their lifeless bodies
are discovered several hours or days after the
crimes. Reports indicate that the killer(s)
surreptitiously lure the victims into hotel rooms
with lax or no security measures. In several cases,
white piece of cloth is tied around the necks, arms
or legs of the victims. In the month of September,
there were a total of 9 such cases in the state,
raising serious worry and concern. In response to
the killings, women groups embarked on a protest
to the Police demanding accountability for the
killings. On the 18th of September, one Mr.
Gracious West David was declared wanted by the
Police and later arrested in connection with the
killings. He admitted to the Police and journalist
that he not only committed the murders in Rivers
state, but also killed women in Owerri and Lagos.
In the months of June and July, the Rivers State
government had initiated important processes to
curb the insecurity in the state. The most
significant of these efforts include the fact that the
state government strengthened the ranks of the
Nigerian Police Force with the formation of a
special tactical unit called Operation Sting. The

government provided vehicles and other
equipment to the Police. These efforts yielded
immediate results in the months of June and
July with noticeable reductions in cases of
atrocious killings in the state. Unfortunately,
this has not been sustained. The rise in cases of
murders in August and September is an
indication that the government and its law
enforcement officers need to be more active in
addressing atrocious crimes. In the 30-day
period of September 2019, We the People
tracked and documented 16 incidents that
resulted in 25 deaths.
For too long, the demand for accountability for
atrocious killings in Nigeria has been weakened
by the lack of any real information on the
victims. It seems, sadly, that numbers and
statistics have replaced the value of life and the
need to account for every soul we lose in
murderous circumstances.
In tracking and documenting the killings in
Rivers State, We the People has made
deliberate effort to go beyond the headlines
and dig deeper to know the personalities of
these citizens and the circumstances that led to
their deaths.
As citizens, we remind our government at
every level that the Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria states that the Security and
Welfare of the people shall be the primary
purpose of government. The government
needs to act now.
We the People
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On the 1 of September, Mr. Barinemenu James was shot and killed
in Taabaa Community in Khana Local Government Area. Mr.
Barinemenu was one of two shooting victims when suspected gang
members attacked the Community in the night ( this is the second
attack on the community in 2 weeks). Following the attack, the
traditional ruler of the Community, Chief Kabari Nule, advised
indigenes and residents who ﬂed the community a fortnight ago,
when unknown gunmen killed scores and razed properties in the
community, not to return until peace is restored.
On 4th September, the body of an unidentiﬁed girl was discovered
in a Hotel at GRA, Port Harcourt. Hotel staﬀ had gone to clean the
room when the lady wearing a black dress believed to be in her 20s
was found dead with her legs tied with a piece of cloth.
On September 7th, the body of Mrs. Precious Steve was dumped near
Abuloma Junction along Peter Odili Road, Port Harcourt. Sources
report that she was a business woman who had gone to deliver
products a customer had ordered online, but was murdered in the
process. She was discovered several hours after she had been
reported missing. She was a mother of three kids.
On the 9th of September, the body of 31-year-old Ms. Fabiawari
Samuel was found in a hotel at Oyigbo in Oyigbo Local
Government Area. She was found with her legs and arms tied with a
piece of cloth. This discovery follows a series of similar murders in
the State where young women are targeted and killed in hotel
rooms.
On the 10th of September, the body of Miss. Blessing Mary Eﬃong, a
native of Akwa-Ibom state, was found already mutilated days after
she had gone missing in a hotel room at Rumuomasi, Obio/Akpor
Local Government Area. Blessing was said to have gone to render a
service to an unidentiﬁed man who lodged in the hotel where she
worked.
On the 10th of September, unknown gunmen attacked and killed
four police oﬃcers in their patrol Hilux at Kalabalama, Asari Toru
Local Government Area. After the attack, three of the oﬃcers where
immediately conﬁrmed dead while one died in the hospital where
he had been rushed to for treatment. The reason for the attack is not
clear. However, the State Police Command acknowledged the
incident and said it is under investigation.
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On September 12 , a young woman identiﬁed as Dorcas Francis,
was found dead in a hotel room in Omoku, headquarters of
Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area. Sources report that
she previously worked at another hotel in Omoku. She is believed
to be in her 20s, and was discovered with her arms tied backwards
and both legs tied together with a piece of white cloth.

11Dead
Dead

th

On the 12 of September, the lifeless body of an unidentiﬁed young
woman was discovered at Waterlines area of Port Harcourt. It was
not immediately clear how the corpse got there. It is however
believed that following the recent spate of killings of female in
Rivers state, she had been killed elsewhere and dumped at
Waterlines where she can be easily seen and identiﬁed. Residents in
the area said she was discovered early in the morning.
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On Sunday, 15 of September, an unidentiﬁed young woman was
found dead in a room in a Motel, close to the Sterling Bank at
Rumuola, Port Harcourt. The lady, half naked and faced downward,
showed signs of strangulation.
On 16th September, two young ladies were allegedly strangled to
death in a hotel room along Peter Odili Road in Port Harcourt.
Sources said they had gone to oﬀer room service to customers (a man
and a lady) who lodged in the hotel where they worked. According to
one source, one of the girls was serving the customers while the
other was asked to get something else outside. On return, she
discovered that her colleague had been killed. Before she could raise
alarm, she was attacked and strangled with a white handkerchief.
She was discovered alive but unconscious.
On Monday 16th September, Mr. Nwanele Tasie was hacked to death
by his neighbor and tenant at Akwaka Phase III, Rumuodamaya,
Obio/Akpor Local Government Area. Sources said the two were
engaged in a scuﬄe over some debt which the tenant had refused to
pay. In the course of the altercation, the tenant went into his room,
returned with an axe, with which he killed Mr. Nwanele. The killer
has since been arrested by the police. The incident also sparked
protests by indigenes of the community who said they were no
longer safe in their own community if one of them could be killed in
such gruesome manner by a non-native.
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On the 19 of September, a young man identiﬁed as Richard
Ikechukwu was shot and killed on a street in Omerelu in Ikwerre
Local Government Area. He was on his way home after leaving a bar,
when the gunmen attacked and killed him. Sources said the attack is
gang related and a supremacy battle between rival gangs in the
community.
On Saturday 21st September, Mr. Anele Nwozuruaka, was shot and
killed in his family home in Alakahia in Obio/Akpor Local
Government Area. The victim's wife, Mrs. Orlumati Nwozuruaka
narrated that there were several assailants who killed her husband
despite several pleas by her children. She was forced to lie down
facing the ﬂoor to avoid identiﬁcation. He was killed at about
2:00am. The assailants also took his ATM card. Until his death, Mr.
Anele was the People's Democratic Party (PDP) Ward Chairman of
Alakahia Community.
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On the 21 of September, Mr. Anebo Amadi, a youth leader and
member of the All Progressives Congress (APC) in Rivers State, was
killed by unknown gunmen in Rumuekini, Obio/Akpor Local
Government Area. The assailants ambushed him at his family home
and shot him dead. His death came less than 24 hours after another
youth leader and PDP ward chairman of Alakahia Community, Mr.
Anele Nwozuruaka, was murdered in a similar circumstance. The
motive of the killings are not clear. The State Police Command
conﬁrmed both incidents and said it had launched investigations
into the matter.
On the 23rd of September, gunmen numbering about 40 invaded
Société d'Investissement pour l'Agriculture Tropicale”, also known as
SIAT Nigeria Limited, an agro-industrial based in Ubima, Ikwerre
Local Government Area, killing three of the security guards. All three
victims of the attack were said to be indigenes of Ubima. The incident
attracted protests from members of the community who alleged that
they were being attacked by members of a neighbouring community.
On the 27th of September, suspected gang members invaded Omerelu
and Ubima Communities, both in Ikwerre Local Government Area,
shot and killed four people in a gun battle that lasted several hours.
Sources said two persons, Orji Ebere and Chinda Amadi were killed at
Omerelu and two others at Ubima, while several others sustained
bullet wounds. This incident is believed to be a clash between rival
gangs. At Ubima, the two persons killed where deposited at the
morgue by rioting youths.
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GRAPHICAL ANALYSIS
The following info-graphics represent Routine killings in Rivers state according to number of
fatalities, local government area percentages and days of occurrences respectively
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREAS OF RECORDED DEATHS

PERCENTAGE OF DEATH BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA

DAYS OF RECORDED DEATHS
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