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INTRODUCTION

n the month of May 2019, there was a terrifying spike Iin the number of violent killings in Rivers State. 

While We the People in its Atrocities Monitoring 

Report for the previous Month of April recorded 16 

incidents that resulted in 46 killings, an alarming 21 

incidents were documented in the month of May that led 

to 80 verified deaths. While most of the incidents were 

committed by non-state actors, 2 were perpetrated by 

state actors including members of the Nigeria Police 

Force and the Nigerian Army. These 2 incidents resulted 

in 9 verified killings. 6 of the 80 killings were carried out 

through beheading. 

With the rising cases of atrocious murders in Rivers State, 

it is evident that law enforcement agencies are clearly ill- 

equipped, incapable or unwilling to take any serious 

actions to address the insecurity in the state. The climate 

of terror which now engulfs Rivers State is the worst it has 

ever experienced. The atrocious killings that happen in 

cities and communities of the state are reinforced by the 

insecurity and dangers on the 3 roads that lead into the city 

of Port Harcourt. Both ends of the East West Road leading 

into Port Harcourt from Bayelsa and Akwa Ibom states 

have become flashpoints of kidnapping, robbery and 

killings. The stretch of Omagwa Road from Owerri into 

Port Harcourt has also become notorious for robberies, 

kidnappings and ritual killings. Despite the high presence 

of law enforcement checkpoints at every kilometre of 

these roads, the criminalities seem to be increasing rather 

than reduce. 

The ready response of law enforcement especially the 

Police, to the rising incidents of atrocious killings in the 

state is to simply attribute it to the activity of criminal 

gangs. In describing it thus, the demand for accountability 

through investigation and prosecution is almost certainly 

jettisoned. 

 

We note, very sadly, that our system and our society has 

seemingly accepted the atrocious murder of citizens as 

'normal'. For this reason, there is no demand for 

accountability, no documentation and no investigation 

into deaths. Under various guises, deaths are dismissed 

and deleted from history and institutional memory. This is 

not only morally wrong and barbaric, but it is also 

demeaning and a violation of fundamental and inalienable 

rights. 

In tracking and documenting the killings in Rivers State, 

We the People has made deliberate effort to go beyond the 

headlines and dig deeper to know the personalities of 

these citizens and the circumstances that led to their 

deaths. For too long, the demand for accountability for 

atrocious killings in Nigeria has been weakened by the 

lack of any real information on the victims. It seems, 

sadly, that numbers and statistics have replaced the value 

of life and the need to account for every soul we lose in 

murderous circumstances. 

As citizens, we remind our government at every level that 

the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria states 

that the Security and Welfare of the people shall be the 

primary purpose of government. The government needs 

to act now.

We the People



INCIDENTS

1 Dead

stOn the 1  of May, while workers all over Rivers State, and other parts of the 
country celebrated the International Workers' Day, assailants attacked Mr. 
Pepple with knives and stabbed him to death. Until his death, the victim was 
a pastor with the Assemblies of God Church and a native of Opobo, in 
Opobo/Nkoro Local Government Area of Rivers State. The reason for the 
attack is still not known. 

thOn the 5  of May, gunmen invaded The Boss Lounge, a popular Bar and 
nightclub at Woji Road, G.R.A. Phase 2, in Port Harcourt, killing three; two 
police officers and one civilian. According to sources, the attackers came to 
the nightclub in search of someone but were engaged by police officers who 
were stationed there to provide security. The gunmen immediately shot and 
killed two of the officers before one of them was gunned down, bringing the 
number of dead to three. Following this, the police headquarters 
acknowledged the incident and later displayed three riffles which they 
claimed were recovered from the slain police officers and one of the dead 
hoodlums. 

thOn the 8  of May, Hon. Benson Omunakwe, an All Progressives Congress 
(APC) chieftain and former Rivers State House of Assembly candidate for 
Obio/Akpor Constituency 2, was shot and killed in his car at his hometown, 
Mgbuoshimini, Rumueme, Obio/Akpor Local Government Area. At the 
news of Benson's death, the Ikwerre Youth Movement, the umbrella 
organisation of Ikwerre youths, sent a strong message to security agencies in 
the State, accusing them of “invasion and attack on our lives and homes by 
some paid agents within the security apparatus in Rivers State.” To this 
accusation, the Police headquarters in the State has not responded. Until his 
death, Hon. Benson Omunakwe was a devout member of the Ikwerre Youth 
Movement. 

thOn the 10  of May, Mr. Emmanuel Jack, a staff of the Code of Conduct 
Bureau, Rivers State, was shot dead in his home at New Road, Borokiri, in 
Port Harcourt. Sources report that he was trailed by gunmen to his home and 
was shot after he got inside.

thIn the morning hours of the 11  of May, policemen attached to the 
Inspector General of Police (IGP) Monitoring Team in Aluu, invaded No. 4 
Nyege Close, Gbei Road, Nkpolu, Obio/Apkor Local Government Area, the 
residence of Mrs. Ebi Agori, a 47-year old woman and her family. The family 
was taken to their station, the I.G.P. Monitoring Unit at Aluu, where the 
Police officers, after torturing him, shot and killed 21-year old, Daniel Agori, 
son of Mrs. Ebi Agori. The incident started when Daniel's sister, Blessing 
invited her boyfriend, a police officer identified as Victor and his colleagues 
to their home to “deal” with her family over what Mrs. Agori described as a 
“minor issue”. The policemen raided the home, arrested everyone in the 
house, tortured David, Daniel's brother and sexually harassed Mrs. Agori, 
inserting the nozzle of a gun into her private parts, causing her to bleed 
profusely when they were in transit to the station. After confirming Daniel's 
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death to his family, the police accused him of armed robbery and 
kidnapping and claimed he confessed to the crimes. Mrs. Agori however 
denied the accusations, saying her son, Daniel was a footballer and a 
hairstylist with no criminal history.

thOn the 13  of May, gunmen attacked a group of mourners attending a 
burial, killing three in Zorgho Community in Khana Local Government 
Area. The three victims had gone to pay their respects to a friend believed to 
be in his 30s, who had been shot and killed in a gang clash the previous day. 
The gunmen who attacked the group just before the burial shot randomly, 
killing three and injuring many others in the process. 

thOn the 16  of May, Mr. Jude, popularly known as Dollar Boy, was shot, 
killed and beheaded in Bori, Khana Local Government Area, the traditional 
headquarters of Ogoniland. The motive for his killing has not been 
determined, however, there are indications that it is gang related. 

thOn the 16  of May, a man identified as Marcus Whyte, was killed and 
beheaded in Andoni Local Government Area. Mr. Marcus owned and ran an 
illegal artisanal refinery, popularly called 'kpofire dump'.  Sources say he 
had agreed to pay a certain amount of money to members of a gang that 
collects operational levies (known in street parlance as 'marching ground') 
from illegal refinery owners in the Andoni axis of Rivers State. Not only had 
he refused to pay as at when due, it is believed that he connived with soldiers 
who went to the site of the refinery and destroyed it, hoping to evade the 
payment. The gang members ambushed and killed him when he travelled to 
his community from Port Harcourt. 
Until his death, Marcus Whyte owned a popular boutique called Marcus 
Whyte Exclusive along Aggrey Road in the Old Port Harcourt Township, 
Port Harcourt.

thOn Saturday, the 18  of May, a popular 39-year old hairstylist/braider, 
Destiny Balogun, was shot by kidnappers who were trying to abduct a lady 
along the Rumuola/Rumuokwuta Road, Port Harcourt. Apparently, he was 
taking a phone call at the time and the kidnappers assumed he was trying to 
call security, and shot him. Destiny was rushed to the nearby Ebony Clinic 
but was refused treatment because no 'police permit' was provided on 
demand. He died few minutes later. After Destiny's demise, the police took 
his corpse and deposited in the morgue. According to Yemi Ade, a relative of 
the deceased, the officers attached to the Kala Police Division demanded the 
sum of N100, 000 but later settled for N20,000 before they granted the 
family access to the deceased in the mortuary. In response, the police 
spokesperson in the State promised to launch an investigation into the 
matter. There has been no further information from the police on the 
incident. 
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thOn the 13  of May, a man identified simply as Okeh, was stabbed to death 
by his brother-in-law at Afikpo/Akwuzu Waterfront, Mile 1, Diobu, Port 
Harcourt. Mr. Okeh had filed a formal threat to life complaint at the Mile 1 
Police Station against his brother in law, who had repeatedly said he will kill 
him. Unfortunately, the Police took no action until the incident occurred. 
The assailant is still at large. 

thIn the early hours of Sunday, 19  May, unspecified number of heavily 
armed men invaded Kono Boue Community in Khana Local Government 
Area killing forty-one persons. When the assailants arrived the community, 
they asked all women to leave before they went for their targets. They shot 
their way into homes, killing, maiming and burning houses. The assailants 
also abducted scores of people.  Immediately following the incident, twenty-
one persons were confirmed dead. Before the end of the day, the casualty 
figure had doubled. Some of those who had sustained serious injuries died, 
while more bodies were recovered from the surrounding bushes, bring the 
number of dead to forty-one. Among the dead are Felix Miikpugi, 38-years 
old, Bright Dezua, 34-years old, Wisdom Lemea, 39-years, Pele Ikporah, 39-
years old, Booby Barade, 34-years old, NeeneBari Koole, 49-years old, 
Zorbari Sisi, 42-years old, Nwiimene Ikirika, 32-years old, and Lekpoa 
Nwidae, 33-years old. Also killed in the gunfire was Mr. NenaleBari, a 
deacon in the Ascension Apostolic Church in the community. Some of the 
victims were burnt beyond recognition. Many survivors of the attack have 
since left the community out of trauma and fear.

thOn the 19  of May, two young men identified as Bobo a.k.a. Ogbobga PDP 
and Mr. Bright were mobbed, killed and burnt to death in Isiodu, in Emohua 
Local Government Area. Witnesses said it was a gang related attack. Bobo, 
until his death was a known notorious gang leader who terrorised residents 
and people in the Emohua axis of Rivers State. 

ndOn the 22  of May, gunmen, believed to be members of a gang attacked and 
killed three persons in Betem Community, Khana Local Government Area. 
Among the dead were the Paramount Ruler of Betem II, Chief Nnaa Akiika, 
the Youth Leader of Betem 1, Comrade Kiabari Yaabari, and Meshack from 
Betem III. The attack was said to be a gang related one.

ndOn the 22  of May, 41-year old Chima Jonah, was shot to death in the 
presence of his wife at their Rumuekini residence in Obio/Akpor Local 
Government Area. At about 11pm rival gang members lured him out by 
turning off his electricity generator set. The victim came out to put the power 
back on and was grabbed by the assailants who dragged him back inside his 
house, where they shot and killed him in the presence of his family. His wife 
was ordered to fetch a knife with which he was beheaded. His wife was 
forced to carry his severed head in a basin around the house. After this, the 
assailants took the head and dumped it on the top of a desk at the Community 
Secondary School in Rumuekini.  Chima Jonah was the father of two kids 
and the owner of a block moulding industry - Chima Block Industry - in 
Rumuekini. 
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rdOn Thursday, 23  May, soldiers of the Nigerian Army and gunmen in 
Udoda/Okolodiama Community, Engenni in Ahoada West Local 
Government Area, were engaged in a gun duel when the soldiers entered the 
Community, ostensibly to stop the activities of a gang controlling an illegal 
artisanal refinery located in the community. The shooting which lasted for 
several hours resulted in the killing and beheading of two soldiers, and eight 
men - Gift Adeh, Holy Boy, Raaty, Onisowhorun, Kolokolo, Frank, Blank, 
and Famous - were confirmed killed. Residents have since deserted the 
community for fear of possible attack.

thOn the night of Friday, 24  May, gunmen in military camouflage attacked 
the convoy of the Chief Medical Director (CMD) of the University of Port 
Harcourt Teaching Hospital (UPTH), Prof. Henry Ugboma, killing a police 
inspector attached to the Professor. The incident happened along the 
Alakahia axis of the East-West Road. The Police escorts were coming from 
the UPTH premises after dropping off Prof Henry Ugboma when they were 
ambushed by the gunmen who started firing shots at his convoy with 
Ugboma as target. Upon confirmation of the inspector's death, he was 
immediately deposited at UPTH's mortuary. 

thOn the 24  of May, two persons were killed in Rumuche, Emohua Local 
Government Area. One was beheaded and the other, stabbed to death in a 
gang related violence in the community. 

thOn the night of the 25  of May, in Lubara Community in Khana Local 
Government Area, gunmen invaded homes and business places killing two. 
Among the dead was a pregnant woman. Mr. Akanto Asogho, a popular 
radio caller was also affected in the attack as his house was ransacked, 
valuables taken away and other items vandalized by the assailants. Akanto 
was lucky to have left the building a short while before the attack.

thOn the 26  of May, gunmen attacked and killed two in Buan Community in 
Khana Local Government Area. After ravaging the community, the gunmen 
razed buildings and took away properties worth millions of naira away. 

thOn the 26  of May, Mr. Promise Umunaegbu, a final year student of 
Chemical/Petroleum Engineering at the Rivers State University, was shot 
and killed by some gunmen in his community, Apani, in Ikwerre Local 
Government Area. Promise had gone to spend the weekend in his 
community when the unfortunate incident befell him.  
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The following info-graphics represent Rou�ne killings in Rivers state according to number of fatali�es, local 
government area percentages and days of occurrences respec�vely

GRAPHICAL  ANALYSIS

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREAS OF RECORDED DEATHS

PERCENTAGE OF DEATH BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA



1 3 1 1 1 1 4 1 1 1 2 41 3 1 10 1 2 2 21

Number of Deaths

DAYS OF RECORDED DEATHS
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