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NTRODUCTIONI
The wave of extra judicial killings in Rivers state 
reached frightening levels in the month of April. 
From gang murders to law enforcement slaughter 
of ci�zens, atrocious acts by state and non-state 
actors have become rou�ne and familiar. An 
atmosphere of shock and fright engulfs the state, 
with residents an�cipa�ng the next gory tale of 
murder, occurring on a near daily basis. 
The murderous atroci�es in the month of April 
2019 have further raised ques�ons about the 
capacity or willingness of law enforcement 
agencies to maintain law and order and 
p r o s e c u t e  o ffe n d e r s .  B e y o n d  p e r i o d i c 
declara�ons of condemna�on and rage, there is 
absolutely no indica�on that the Nigeria Police 
Force  has  any  st rategic  response  with 
corresponding wit and brawn to address these 
killings that seem to have become staple in Rivers 
state. As days pass, the killings become more 
daring, more regular and more horrific, raising 
troubling ques�ons about the sanity and 
humanity of the perpetrators; but also reinforcing 
the need to account for the unnecessary death of 
Nigerians

In the month of April 2019, We the People tracked and 
documented sixteen cases of extrajudicial murders. Of 
those, two were perpetrated by state actors. In all, 
forty-six killings were documented. As much as 
possible, we have made deliberate effort to go beyond 
the a larming headl ines  and document  the 
personali�es of these ci�zens and the circumstances 
of their deaths. For too long, the demand for 
accountability for atrocious killings in Nigeria has been 
weakened by the lack of any real informa�on on the 
vic�ms. It seems, sadly, that numbers and sta�s�cs 
have replaced the value of life and the need to account 
for every soul we lose in murderous circumstances.
 
With this modest effort, We the People reinforces the 
demand for the government to perform its 
cons�tu�onal duty of securing the lives of Nigerians, a 
job it has woefully failed at so far. We also demand 
that the government ensures accountability for these 
killings, and closure to scores of grieving families.
 
We the People
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Atrocity Flashpoints
Local Government Areas highlighted in red, 
represent loca�ons in Rivers State where 
atroci�es occured in the month of April, 2019
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INCIDENTS
On the 4th of April, a man iden�fied as Odeh Stephen, a twenty-nine-year 
old commercial bus driver who plies the Port Harcourt-Bayelsa route was 
shot and killed by a police officer sta�oned along the East West Road in 
Ahoada Local Government Area of Rivers state. He had been stopped for a 
search at a checkpoint, and was shot instantly. No reason has been 
provided for his killing. Un�l his death, Mr. Odeh, a na�ve of Sagbama in 
Bayelsa State, worked at the Ekeki Modern Motor Park in the centre of 
Yenagoa. He died leaving behind an eight-month pregnant wife. 

On the 6th of April, residents of Mgbuodohia, Rumuolumeni, in 
Obio/Apkor Local Government Area of Rivers State, were greeted with 
heavy shoo�ng in the community. A�er hours of con�nuous gunfire, eight 
people were dead. Available informa�on indicates that the gunmen 
invaded the community, targe�ng rival gang members. Two gangs were 
said to be at loggerheads over the right to collect levies (commonly called 
'marching ground) on a par�cular piece of land. Trouble began few days 
earlier and the incident was a reprisal 'mission' that le� eight dead with 
many others injured. Among the dead were Woburuke Mar�ns Ikenga, 
Princewill Temple Ikenga and Rowland Abraham. One Mr. Kazeem, a 
mechanic in the community was also killed in the a�ack alongside four 
others.  Woburuke and Temple were brothers.

On the 7th of April, masked gunmen numbering over twelve invaded 
Babbe community in Khana Local Government Area of Rivers State. They 
shot rapidly gunning down seven people. The killings are the result of 
territorial squabbles between rival gangs opera�ng in the local 
government area. Among the casual�es are Mgbibari Nyornyaa, Sorlesi 
Youngman, Dornu Aanu, Bariagra Menebe, Lekia Eleaee, Boy-Mgbibari 
and Sira Mgbibari.

On Monday the 8th of April, a man iden�fied as Oliver Tito, was shot and 
killed at Garrison, a popular business area in Port Harcourt. He was shot 
on the head from behind when members of a rival gang accosted him near 
his stall where he deals in phones, accessories and other electronic 
gadgets. The killing was said to be over gang supremacy.

On Monday the 8th of April, in Rumuohia and Rumuche, Emohua Local 
Government Area, five people were killed in a gang clash. The narra�ve 
has it that weeks earlier, a member of one of the gangs had a�ended a 
burial at Emohua where he was a�acked by a rival gang. The death of the 
five, was reprisal for the a�ack. Murdered in this a�ack were Founda�on 
Onuekwa, Bright Oteh, Junior Kayi, and two others.  Otochi Ogbonna and 
two other persons were hit by stray bullets.

1 Dead



4 Dead

1 Dead

On Friday, 12th April, at a drinking bar in Ozuoba, Obio/Akpor Local 
Government Area, a lawyer, Mr. Frank Promise Igwe was shot and killed 
by four gunmen who stormed the scene with a car and absconded with 
the vic�m's mobile phone. 

On Saturday, 13th April, four persons were killed, and two of them 
beheaded at Umuoko, Aluu in Ikwerre Local Government Area. One of the 
vic�ms, Jus�ce Azubuike, was said to have recently gained admission into 
Igna�us Ajuru University of Educa�on in Rumuolumeni, Rivers State. He 
was beheaded alongside Kingsley Woke, while Nwobueze Woke, and 
another named Rhino, were shot at close range. Kingsley Woke was a 
welder and former youth and choir coordinator at the Assemblies of God 
Church at Umuoko, Aluu

On the 17th of April, a soldier iden�fied as Capt. Junaid Mohammed 
Yelwa (Jboy) was shot and killed by unknown gunmen in Port Harcourt. It 
was not immediately clear why he was targeted, but there are however 
indica�ons that he has been inhibi�ng the ac�vi�es of gangs. 1 Dead

2 Dead

1 Dead

On Thursday, 18th April, a Police Sergeant named Chinedu stabbed and 
killed 25-year-old Nyebuchi Jeremiah at Atali/Elimgbu, in Obio/Akpor 
Local Government Area. Following this incident, youths in the community 
marched out, protes�ng the death of one of theirs at the hands of the 
Police. The Police responded by shoo�ng into the protes�ng crowd, 
seriously injuring a number of people. Caught in the gunfire were a 13-
year-old boy, Precious Gladstone and 27-year-old Turuchi. While Turuchi 
was hit on the leg, Precious was hit in the stomach.  He died while 
receiving emergency medical treatment in a hospital.
In a statement later released by the Police Headquarters in Rivers State, 
the Force denied any wrongdoing; saying that Nyebuchi had tried to 
a�ack an officer with a knife but was overpowered by the officer who, in a 
bid to protect himself, killed the former. Community members and 
eyewitnesses deny the claim of the Police.

On 19th April, soldiers sta�oned at K-Dere, in Gokana Local Government 
Area, one of the largest oil producing communi�es in Ogoniland, shot and 
killed Mr. Nen-eekpege Lezor Legbara, a middle aged man in the 
community, and cri�cally injured many others including Mr. Kingdom 
Koomene. The deceased had heard the sound of gunfire and ran to escape 
the threat when he was shot at close range by the soldiers. He died leaving 
behind a wife, three children and aged parents. Informa�on gathered in 
the community has it that the soldiers had arrived the community in the 
company of Shell (SPDC) staff. They began shoo�ng con�nuously while 
heading for the site of some oil installa�ons. However, the Army narrates 
the events differently. They deny any wrongdoing claiming they only 
responded to gunfire from community youths, ac�ng in self-defence. 
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On Wednesday 24th April, residents of Ovogo, Rumuji, in Emohua Local 
Government Area, woke to four severed heads displayed openly on a 
street in the community. The community has been rocked by series of 
gang violence in the past months. It was gathered that there had been a 
shootout between two rival gangs the previous night which lasted several 
hours. The four heads belonging to men believed to be in their 20s were 
found early in the morning, with a sachet of alcoholic beverage placed on 
the lips of one of deceased, while another had a half-smoked cigare�e 
placed on his lips. The iden��es of three of the men were given as Tiger, 
Chinedu Osigwe and Bobo. One could not be iden�fied. 

On Wednesday, 24th April, one Mr. Chioma Okogbule was shot and killed 
in his bedroom in Mgbuitawo, Emohua. Gunfire had raged all through the 
night and Chioma was found killed in his bedroom in the morning.

On Thursday 25th April, Mr. Jonah Sokolo, a driver with the Abua/Odual 
Local Government Area was shot and killed by kidnappers along the 
Emohua axis of the East West Road. The kidnappers later made away with 
the passengers in the 30-seater bus the deceased drove before he was 
shot. That stretch of the East West Road has become a den for kidnappers 
and armed robbers in recent �mes.

On Thursday the 25th of April, a Police officer a�ached to Shell 
Development Company (SPDC) was shot and killed while on escort duty at 
the Ahoada-Ndele-Rumuji axis of the East West Road. Two of the 
company's employees were also said to have been abducted by gunmen 
who came out of the bush to stop the vehicle travelling from Yenagoa in 
Bayelsa State to Port Harcourt, Rivers State. It was gathered that the Police 
officer was driving the escort vehicle when the bandits struck, shoo�ng 
him first before abduc�ng the two other persons.

On Thursday the 25th of April in Oyigbo Local Government Area, one 
Prince Orubum was stabbed to death and dumped near the gate of the 
Palace of the community. He was reportedly killed a�er a fight involving 
the Hausa and Akwa-Ibom communi�es in the Oyigbo area. Just a�er that 
incident, three Police officers and the brother of the Paramount Ruler of 
Iriebe, Mr. Clinton Worenwu, were also killed. The killings were said to 
have started when some Police officers discovered a large cache of arms in 
a government low cost building in the area said to be occupied by some 
members of the Hausa/Fulani community. The assailants were believed to 
have carried out the a�ack as a reprisal on the Police for ransacking their 
armoury and taking away their arms.



3 Dead

On Saturday, the 27th, while some residents of Eneka, a community in 
Obio/Apkor Local Government Area, were seeing a football game at a bar 
and viewing centre, gunmen numbering about four a�acked and shot 
randomly at them, killing three and injuring many others. One of the 
vic�ms, Chimenem Amadi was said to have died on the spot while the 
other two died as they were being taken to the hospital. Witnesses report 
that the gunmen arrived in a white Toyota Avalon car shoo�ng at their 
vic�ms and drove off immediately a�er. The incident is believed to be 
gang related.

The following info-graphics represent Rou�ne killings in Rivers state according to number of fatali�es, local 
government area percentages and days of occurrences respec�vely

GRAPHICAL ANALYSIS



PERCENTAGE OF DEATH BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA



is Report is produced by We the People- Centre for Social Studies and Development within the 
framework of its Human Rights Accountability Programme supported by Open Society for West 
Africa. 

May 2019 
Authors: Ejit Josiah and Anthony Edeboh 

No 12 Isiokpo Street, D-Line,�Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria.
info@wtp.ngo
+234 8063655997�
www.wtp.ngo 
@wtpnigeria 
www.facebook.com/wtpnigeria

CONTACT

mailto:info@wtp.ngo
mailto:info@wtp.ngo

	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

