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Foreword

Our Environment and the Webs of Life

The 2023 general elections provide Nigerians an opportunity to learn about the critical 
perception of the presidential candidates toward the polycrisis, which can be traced to 
changes in our environment and especially the climate. We the People's review of political 
party platforms is important for judging the parties and their presidential candidates in light 
of climate chaos and the need to protect the environment and peoples' way of life.

Without a safe environment, the enjoyment of human rights is highly improbable. Section 20 
of the Nigerian Constitution lists environmental protection as one of the fundamental 
objectives and guiding principles of state policy. It states that states shall protect and improve 
the environment and safeguard the water, air, forest, and wild life of Nigeria. The African 
Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights expressly states in Article 24 that all peoples shall have 
the right to a general satisfactory environment favourable to their development. The Charter 
has been domesticated by Nigeria, thus providing a basis for the justiciability of our right to a 
safe environment.

The reality is that the focus of political leaders on the environment has been largely tokenish. 
The only time they show any concern for the environment is when they move to demolish 
underserved and largely autonomous communities they term "slums." It is this mindset that led 
to the destruction of Maroko (which was inhabited by over 300,000 people) in July 1990 and is 
now threatening Makoko communities in Lagos. And sometimes a cosmetic sanitation exercise 
in which trash gets pulled out of drains and piled by the roadside until it gets washed back into 
the drains. Although there is a designated ecological fund, its use has been chiefly for 
achieving political and personal ends.

A serious focus on tackling the environmental problems in Nigeria could be a unifying factor in 
a nation faced with many divisive factors. Every region has significant ecological problems, 
and investment in solving them would reduce the troubling reality of unemployment by 
providing needed support to Nigeria's largely informal economy. Our propensity to invest in 
mega projects serves more as a means of financial extraction than meeting the real social and 
economic needs of our people. We celebrate the construction of deep seaports, but do we 
have any fish ports for the millions of our artisanal fishers?

Nigeria suffers from huge biodiversity losses. At a time when our farmers should be supported 
in their efforts to build a farming system that works with nature, preserving indigenous seeds 
and varieties, we are opening the door to all kinds of genetically engineered seeds and 
products in a very lax biosafety regulatory regime that threatens our biosecurity and food 
security and disregards the precautionary principle. While the law requires labelling of GMOs 
as a cardinal requirement for their being permitted into our environment and on our dining 
tables, our social-cultural context and informal trading systems make labelling an 
impossibility. Since we cannot label, we should not permit. That is simple logic. Should we 
sacrifice our health and environmental sustainability, promote monoculture, and disrupt our 
agricultural systems for seed monopolies and promoters of pesticides, and other harmful 
inputs?
Environmental sustainability has lost much of its meaning since it is hung mostly on the 
economic plank which sees the environment as a thing to be exploited or transformed for the 
extraction of rents, often termed "foreign exchange earnings." This drive for foreign exchange 
has allowed rapacious exploitation that has scarred our environment and our people, leading 
to a catastrophic and shameful fall in life expectancy.
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Concepts such as "green economy," "blue economy," and the like have been aped without any 
serious interrogation. These have built the scaffolds for the commodification of nature, the 
exploitation of our people, and the entrenchment of colonial approaches that deepen poverty 
and lock in corruption and a lack of accountability. Some of these methods have led to huge 
land and sea grabs and made it more likely that the sky will be taken and independence will be 
lost.

The climate crisis is an existential threat to humanity, and Nigerians more so. The floods of 
2022 took the lives of up to 630 Nigerians and destroyed infrastructure and over one million 
homes. Now we have heard fresh warnings about impending floods in 2023. This review of 
parties' and presidential candidates' manifestos should help us know how those aspiring to lead 
our country at the highest level would address this perennial issue that is bound to get worse. 
Amid floods, Nigerians are battling with water stress and the blockage of waterways by 
invasive species across the nation.

The trend in political circles has been that Africa must persist in using fossil fuels to drive 
economic development because Africa has not contributed significantly to the harmful carbon 
stock in the atmosphere. A supporting argument for this is that renewable energy cannot drive 
industrialization. This preposition is contestable. The entire nation of Greece was powered 
with renewable energy for five solid hours in October 2022. Overall, the European Union 
produced 22 percent of its electricity in 2022 from wind and solar power. If we wish to ignore 
that as a signal that change is coming, let us not ignore the fact that overall, although Europe is 
investing in fossil fuel infrastructure in Africa, they are taking steps to wean themselves from 
this same energy source. And there has been a drop in energy demand as people become more 
aware of the climate crisis.

Will we continue to pollute our environment and extend the situation in the Niger Delta to 
Gombe, Bauchi, Lagos and elsewhere? Do we consider the fact that, without a shift in the clean 
direction, we stand a chance of becoming the cemetery for internal combustion engines in the 
coming decade? What will the presidential candidates and their parties do to ensure that we 
don't end up with stranded assets as the international oil companies divest and skip off with 
inordinate profits, even as our communities are already stranded?

The manifestations of the climate crisis and the environmental challenges faced by Nigerians 
are daunting. They include rising cases of drought, desertification, deforestation, floods, 
coastal and gully erosion, oil, and many forms of pollution, etc. Uncontrolled artisanal mining, 
like the mining of lithium in the Federal Capital, and the disturbing blasting of hills for building 
materials all over the country cause serious environmental and social-cultural problems.

This review of the environment and climate change manifestos of Nigeria's political parties 
and their candidates allows citizens to easily discern the policies each presidential alternative 
intends to pursue while providing a blueprint to hold office holders accountable for 
environmental and climate actions or inaction. We cannot play politics with our environment 
because it holds the webs of life.

Nnimmo Bassey, MFR
Executive Director, Health of Mother Earth Foundation

2010: Right Livelihood Award 
2012: Rafto Human Rights Award
2008-2012: Chair of Friends of the Earth International 
1993-2013: Executive Director, Environmental Rights Action
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INTRODUCTION

People all over the world agree that the environment is important to the economic health of 
states and to people's ability to make a living. The exploitation of environmental resources not 
only provides states with money to supply services to their residents, but it also provides 
people with an economic lifeline at both the individual and community levels. States and 
individuals therefore engage directly with and rely on the environment for their survival and 
existence. Yet, the nature of the relationship has implications for environmental health. Over 
time, the manner in which people use environmental resources has resulted in changes that 
not only jeopardize the well-being of people and the prosperity of economies but also 
endanger the environment's health and the continued existence of the world.

Nigeria is a great example of how people's well-being and the environment are connected. 
Here, the economy has thrived on resource extraction, and the population is increasingly 
threatened by new environmental dangers as a result. The drive to industrialize and urbanize, 
climate change, unhealthy environmental practices, reckless natural resource extraction, and 
poor regulatory oversight have all contributed to damaging the environment. As a result, 
environmental threats such as desertification, coastal erosion, flooding, soil erosion, and 
biodiversity loss have persisted or even taken on worrying dimensions, while contemporary 
threats such as extreme weather events and emerging disease threats, among others, have 
further compounded the challenges. One area where this threat has had a notable impact is in 
the agricultural sector.

Majority of Nigerians make a living through their interaction with the environment, especially 
through agriculture and fisheries. Being the key traditional occupation of the ethnic 
nationalities that Nigeria is comprised of, the majority of people have remained connected to 
agriculture as their mainstay and income earner. In 2022, agriculture contributed ---% to 
Nigeria's Gross Domestic Product, outperforming sectors such as trade, telecommunications, 
manufacturing, oil and gas, real estate, and finance. While the oil and gas sector contributes --
-% of government earnings in Nigeria, it is agricultural activities that provide money and 
livelihood for the majority of Nigerians.

Unfortunately, the Nigerian agricultural sector has come under intense threat on account of 
several environmental concerns, impacting heavily on the sector's productivity. Systematic 
soil degradation arising from contamination with chemicals, heavy metals, and other 
pollutants has seriously impacted soil fertility and made it more difficult for crops to grow. 
This is especially problematic for small-scale farmers who rely on their land for subsistence 
farming. In the Niger Delta, where the bulk of Nigeria's oil and gas extraction takes place, the 
contamination of agricultural land has been massive. The United Nations Environment 
Programme, UNEP report released in 2011 following an assessment of soil and water samples in 
Ogoniland, Rivers state, provides insight into the level of environmental destruction 
occasioned by oil extraction. According to the report, soil and water have been heavily 
polluted by hydrocarbons, leading to huge losses in traditional farming and fishing livelihood 
opportunities. This reality is true for several oil-producing and impacted communities where 
oil spills and gas flaring are routine occurrences.

Beyond agricultural impacts, poor practices in Nigeria's extractive sector are also impacting 
directly on the environment and health of millions of people. The unregulated extraction of 
gold and other solid minerals in the northern parts of the country has resulted in the poisoning 
of people. In 2010, over 400 children died in numerous villages in Zamfara state on account of 
lead poisoning caused by hazardous, artisanal gold mining in an area with abnormally high lead 
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concentrations. In the Niger Delta, oil pollution, gas flaring and particulate soot have resulted 
in millions of residents ingesting dangerous hydrocarbons, including cancer-causing benzene. 
The outcome has been an increase in respiratory complications, cancers, diseases of the 
epidermis, reproductive system dysfunction, and birth defects. Responsible authorities 
continue to fail in implementing safeguards against these practices. In the case of gas flaring, 
the federal government clearly prefers imposing paltry fines on oil companies to enforcing a 
ban on the dangerous practice.

Oil spills and energy poverty have manifested in the destruction of the majority of mangrove 
forests in Nigeria. Mangrove trees are the main source of cooking fuel in areas without access 
to power alternatives. However, the mangrove web is also the breeding ground of fish and 
other aquatic species. When mangroves are cut for fuel wood or die as a result of oil 
contamination, the impacts are immediately noticeable in reduced fish catches and the 
number of fisherfolk that become poor. The same reason of energy poverty, tied to poor 
regulatory actions, is driving massive deforestation across the country. In Cross River state 
where the largest remaining rainforest in Nigeria exists, deforestation has taken on an 
alarming and unchecked trend. Each day, hundreds of trucks laden with timber are taken out 
of the state's prime rainforests, literally unchecked. This is true for several other states in 
Nigeria.

The fact that the effects of climate change are quickly catching up with several regions of the 
country has made the aforementioned difficulties even worse. Several communities lying 
along the coast have become epicenters of flooding. Since 2012, these areas have experienced 
annual floods that overwhelm large areas with alarming impacts. Whole communities were 
submerged, an entire farming season was lost, as well as several buildings and properties. That 
year's flood was described as the most serious in recorded history. Since then, flooding has 
become an expected occurrence every year. Without doubt, the floods have exposed the 
people to tremendous pressures, disarticulations, and negative impacts. For instance, during 
the floods, members of the affected communities, who are predominantly fisherfolk and 
farmers, are forced to abandon their livelihood sources and exist without income for months. 
This additional pressure has greatly threatened food security and significantly reduced the 
ability of the people to produce for themselves, while driving a new wave of poverty, 
insecurity, and migration.

Up north, desertification is posing a severe threat to human survival. About 15 of Nigeria's 
northernmost states are experiencing severe to moderate desert encroachment. 
Desertification affects about 580,841 km2, or 63.83% of the nation's total land area, which is 
909,890 km2. Almost 40 million people live in the region of Nigeria affected by desertification, 
which also provides up to 90% of the cattle and a significant portion of the food produced for 
both local and international trade. In the dry part of Nigeria, desertification is without a doubt 
the most urgent environmental issue. It causes conflicts over resource use, hunger, 
migrations, and poverty by degrading the land resources that the bulk of the rural population 
relies on for their livelihood.

Climate change is the primary driver of the desert's expansion into otherwise productive 
terrain. Deforestation, intensive farming, excessive grazing, bush burning, fuel wood 
extraction, irrigation systems, etc. are some other factors. Strong policies and even stricter 
enforcement of those policies are required to address desertification. Unfortunately, both are 
lacking in Nigeria. 
 
Without doubt, the environmental and climate change challenges that Nigeria faces are 
enormous and require urgent attention and action. The 2023 elections provide an opportunity 
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for changes in political leadership at various levels, including changes in the environment and 
the climate change agenda that Nigeria adopts. So far, Nigeria's policies for addressing 
environmental concerns and climate change have been weak and infective, while the negative 
impacts have intensified exponentially. To what extent have the 18 political parties in Nigeria 
contesting for the office of president committed to addressing these challenges? How much 
have they demonstrated an understanding of the nexus between environmental well-being 
and national progress? How concerned are they about the emerging impacts of climate change 
and how these realities will shape Nigeria's socioeconomic and political landscape in the 
coming years?

Sadly, majority of political parties have articulated weak and inefficient proposals for 
addressing environmental well-being and climate change. Others have made no mention of 
the environment or climate change in their plans. This report summarizes the key environment 
and climate change response plans of the 18 political parties and their presidential 
candidates.                                 
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2. African Action Congress (AAC)

In its most recent manifesto, published in 2022 and titled 'A People's Manifesto 
[2]for Total Liberation,'  which also doubles as the campaign manifesto of its 

presidential candidate in the 2023 elections, Mr. Omoyele Sowore, the AAC is 
intentional on climate and environmental concerns through strategic plans to 
shift Nigeria to a green pathway while contributing to a global reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions. Strategies for achieving this include the following;

?The government will enact a policy to encourage the establishment of Independent 
Power Projects (IPPs) by industrial hubs and provide appropriate regulatory guidelines. 
The use of renewable energy will be both off-grid and will involve financial and 
governance collaboration with states and local governments. To drive investment in 
renewables, the government will remove all tariffs, duties, and taxes on the import and 
manufacturing of renewable energy components and consumables for the next ten 
years.

?Phasing out coal: Despite Nigeria's commitment to a renewable energy transition and 
the creation of an Energy Transition Plan in July 2022, the government still plans to 
expand the use of coal-fired turbines. The proposed reforms aim to phase out coal for 
power generation and expand the energy mix to include other sources such as wind, 
solar, and biogas, with the ultimate goal of ending the use of fossil fuels, such as gas, for 
power generation by 2045.

1. Action Alliance (AA) 
[1]The Action Alliance  pledges that the party will ensure oil companies reduce 

water pollution and compensate for damages caused by their operations. The 
party's manifesto recognizes the significance of dams to the future of Nigeria as 
desertification and a rapidly growing population pose a threat to agriculture and 
forests.

The main cause of deforestation, according to the AA, is that people cut down trees to use as 
fuel. To stop this from happening, the AA suggests lowering the prices of cooking gas and 
stoves. According to the party, the poor generation and distribution of electricity in Nigeria, as 
well as the cost and scarcity of cooking gas/kerosene, is driving people to rely on forest 
resources such as wood, which in turn drives deforestation. The party expresses worry over the 
"disappearance" of coal as an alternative source of cooking fuel. According to the party, the 
loss of tree cover due to deforestation is worsening desert encroachment and soil erosion. To 
fix these challenges, the party proposes to go beyond just tree planting to evolve a "new 
energy policy, water resources development, and the control of soil erosion and desert 
encroachment.”

The AA outlines the importance of preserving the environment for both its own sake and for the 
benefit of humanity. The environmental policy aims to achieve a healthy and economically 
beneficial environment through various strategies, such as protecting rivers from pollution, 
intensifying afforestation programs, encouraging mineral companies to replace destroyed 
areas, and implementing a legal framework to minimize environmental degradation by oil 
spillage. The party pledges to revitalize the 'National Environmental Protection Agency' to 
enforce these policies.
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?Expanding natural gas as a transition fuel: In the short-to-medium term, natural gas will 
be used to meet the power requirements for industrialization and social well-being. 
Nigeria has about 5,761 billion cubic meters of gas reserves, and experts estimate that 
with half of this, the country could generate 35,000MW of electricity annually for over 
50 years. The government will take all necessary steps to mitigate the impact of gas 
extraction on people and the environment, including involving communities in 
decision-making regarding such expansion, with the ultimate goal of ending gas flaring.

? Increasing biofuel generation: The government will phase out gas-fired generation for 
renewable energy within ten years, starting from 2035. To achieve this, it will gradually 
replace gas with biofuels from biomass for the existing gas turbines and bolster the 
installation of decarbonized alternatives within the energy mix.

?Expansion of Solar and Wind Energy Production: The government will encourage 
regulated private sector investment in the establishment of solar plants in states with 
high annual solar radiation within the first four years. Wind turbines will be installed in 
states with high wind speeds in the far northern and coastal parts of the country. Tariffs, 
duties, and taxes on the import and manufacture of renewable energy components and 
consumables will be temporarily suspended to drive investment.

?Expansion of hydropower and tidal generation: The government will expand 
hydropower generation, including small-scale hydropower plants to serve rural areas, 
and exploit tidal and wind energy in the coastal areas of the country.

?Popular sovereignty and participatory energy governance: The government will adopt 
an energy democracy approach that emphasizes popular sovereignty and participatory 
governance. The people will be involved in the formulation of energy and energy-
related policies, and representatives of trade unions, professional associations, civil 
society organisations, communities, tertiary institutions, and the organized private 
sector will be involved in advising and holding the government accountable for its 
actions.

To address the climate emergency, it prescribes 'system change'. The "system change, not 
climate change" initiative will address the following environmental and climate issues:
1.  Addressing Deforestation:
?Protection of existing forests
?Reforestation
?Encouragement of a paperless future
?Public reorientation campaigns
?Reversing Desertification
?Introduction of agroforestry practices
?Maintenance of trees and extension services
?Enhanced animal husbandry
?Soil management
?Ending Gully and Coastal Erosion
?A bottom-up approach to erosion and water management
?Appropriate road design
?Curtailment of mining activities
?Runoff diversion measures

 2. Combating Biodiversity Loss
?Active grassroots involvement
?Policy coherence
?Enforcement personnel
?Domestication of biodiversity treaty
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 3. Reducing Flood Incidents
?Flood management policy
?Pre-flood relocation
?Regional flood management committees
?Investment in flood mitigation and control infrastructure
?Increase in community participation in disaster management
?Protection of critical habitats and biodiversity hotspots.

Each of these programs will be guided by the principles of environmental justice, with a focus 
on the active involvement of people at the grassroots as well as the leadership of local 
communities. The programs will also involve the streamlining of agencies involved in 
conservation and the enforcement of environmental laws, as well as the prosecution of 
environmental crimes.

Mr. Omoyele Sowore, the presidential candidate of the African Action Congress (AAC), 
announced that if he wins the February 25th presidential election, he intends to stop Nigeria's 
use of fossil fuels. According to Sowore, his administration would make sure that those who 
caused harm to the environment, such as deforestation, gas flaring, and other forms of 
environmental pollution, would be held accountable and would be required to compensate for 

[3]their actions.

3. African Democratic Congress (ADC)
[4]

The party manifesto  makes no mention of climate change or its commitment 
to addressing it. The ADC's only commitment to climate change and 
environmental concerns is captured in the following paragraph:

"Security and safety of the environment is also of paramount concern to our 
party. Environmental degradation, pollution, and the depletion of the ozone layer will be will 
be attended to and available international conventions on these issues must be aptly applied 

[5]by our government while working on inventing ways to check this scourge."

4. Action Democratic Party (ADP)

[6]
The ADP  recognizes the need for sustainable development as a 
necessity following negligence by policymakers that has resulted in 
adverse impacts, including soil erosion, degradation of forest 
ecosystems, man-made disasters such as fire outbreaks and 
building collapses, and a threat to endangered species.

The issue of pollution in rivers and waterways in the Niger Delta and other parts of the country 
is a pressing concern that requires immediate action. The party manifesto outlines several 
measures to ensure compliance with policies aimed at halting pollution and mitigating its 
effects.

To mitigate the effects of climate change, the party proposes to accelerate the afforestation 
program by creating shelter belts in states bordering the Sahara Desert. This initiative will be 
aligned with policies and targets set by the United Nations Organization with respect to 
climate change. The party also plans to support and accelerate the implementation of 
regional water transfer initiatives across the country.
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The ADP recognizes the importance of taking a multidisciplinary, integrative approach to 
erosion and shoreline protection. This approach will be in tandem with updating 
hydrographical data in line with best global practices. To achieve this, the party plans to 
generate volunteer teams on a sustainable national basis to plant and nurture economically 
viable trees in the arid and semi-arid regions of the country, creating the correct synergies 
with neighboring countries across the borders.

To enable the Ecological Fund Office to meet today's environmental challenges, the party 
plans to restructure it. The party also intends to regulate the timber industry to ensure that 
double the number of trees felled are planted by the loggers. It pledges to ensure full 
compliance with town planning and environmental laws.

5. Accord Party (AP)

[7]One of the core objectives of the Accord Party  is improving the 
environment through various programs such as environmental clean-up, 
tree planting, erosion control, and utilizing advanced technology to turn 
waste into valuable resources such as electricity and fertilizer. 
Additionally, the party aims to protect the health and safety of people, plants, and animals by 
controlling water and air pollution from industrial waste and following the strict waste policies 
of developed countries.

However, there is no emphasis in the campaign objectives of its presidential candidate on 
environmental sustainability or climate change. Professor Christopher Imumolen's manifesto 
is overtly focused on increasing economic value and the proper utilization of scarce resources.

6. All Progressives Congress (APC):

[8]The Party's Manifesto  acknowledges that Nigeria is facing environmental 
and food security challenges due to climate change, industrial pollution, 
population growth and poor farming practices. It reckons that these issues 
must be addressed through sustainable means in order to provide food, 
housing, and jobs for the growing population and avoid an environmental crisis of 
desertification and deforestation. The party also expresses the belief that economic gains 
should not be upheld at the expense of the environment.

Tagged 'the APC's Commonsense Solutions,' the party's manifesto proposes actualizing major 
environmental keystones. The policy of the APC government will be to adhere to global 
environmental protection standards, enhance the powers and funding of the Federal 
Environmental Protection Agency, and combat erosion, desertification, and ocean surge. The 
government will put an end to gas flaring within 10 years and implement a comprehensive 
pollution cleanup program in the Niger Delta. An APC government will also take measures to 
combat industrial pollution and promote clean energy sources such as geothermal, wind, and 
solar. The disposal of human and industrial waste will be regulated, and harmful emissions 
from sources including factories and vehicles will be reduced. The government will also work 
to clean up areas affected by pollution of land, air, and water.
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The Party aims to seek alternative energy sources and enforce the government master plan for 
oil companies to end flaring that pollutes the air and damages people's health while ensuring 
that oil companies sell at least half of their gas production within Nigeria.To safeguard the 
environment, the plan includes addressing refuse disposal and management, controlling 
desert encroachment, implementing erosion and afforestation programs, prohibiting bush 
burning, introducing legislation on industrial and oil/gas pollution, controlling pollution from 
household generators, reducing noise pollution and flooding, and dredging major rivers. To 
effectively achieve these goals, a National Environmental Marshall Corps will be established.

Furthermore, in his agenda for agriculture as encapsulated in his policy document, 'Renewed 
[9]

Hope 2023,'  the Party's presidential candidate, Bola Ahmed Tinubu notes that under the 
Buhari administration, the agricultural sector has seen significant improvement. However, it 
still faces challenges such as overworked soil, communal instability, and climate change. To 
address these challenges, he proposes to initiate the "Irrigate Nigeria Project," which will be 
based on a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) approach. The government will create an enabling 
environment and encourage private sector participants to construct small-scale irrigation and 
water catchment systems using modern technology and equipment. This project is expected 
to boost food production and create jobs while mitigating the effects of extreme weather 
cycles and climate change. With the "Farm Nigeria Project," more arable land will be made 
available for agriculture, reducing the impact of local instability and climate change on 
national agricultural production.

For his international policy objectives, candidate Bola Tinubu aims to make Nigeria a leading 
voice in advocating for more focused international policies regarding climate change and its 
effects on Africa. He believes that Nigeria needs to play a significant role in addressing this 
crucial issue so that Africa, and specifically Nigeria, is not unfairly burdened with the negative 
consequences of environmental damage caused by other nations.

The government's policy for national security aims to address environmental challenges in 
various regions of the country. It recognizes the importance of using modern technology to 
reduce environmental pollution in the Niger Delta and promoting ecological reforms to 
address security challenges in areas affected by violence. The policy also includes a speedy 
environmental clean-up program in the Niger Delta region and the cessation of unlicensed gold 
mining activities in the North-West and North-Central regions. Overall, the policy aims to 
promote environmental sustainability, economic development, and social stability by 
addressing environmental challenges in the country.

The manifesto acknowledges the health risks posed by gas flaring and proposes a solution that 
leverages the Russia-Ukraine conflict to market natural gas in Europe. These policies aim to 
reduce gas flaring, increase the use of natural gas, and provide incentives for companies that 
reduce flaring. The establishment of an investigative and enforcement unit will help monitor 
gas flaring activities and assess compliance with the regulations set forth in the Petroleum 
Industry Act. Non-compliance will result in financial penalties, which will be used solely for 
the development and environmental relief of affected communities. The goal is to optimize 
gas production and increase the use of cleaner sources of energy.

Despite the bold promises the APC makes, it is doubtful if its presidential candidate in the 2023 
elections is committed to progressing climate policies. In an interactive session with the Joint 
Arewa Committee on October 17, 2022, Bola Ahmed Tinubu was quoted as saying:
"We are a poor nation…They said we need to plant more trees and they are not giving us money. 
We need to open our eyes, shine them and tell the West, "if you don't guarantee our finances 

[10]
and work with us to stop this, we are not going to comply with your climate change."
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7. All Progressive Grand Alliance (APGA)

[11] APGA commits to ensuring the security and safety of the environment. To 
achieve this, the party plans to establish agencies for monitoring 
environmental protection, public sanitation, and maintaining tidiness in 
all public places. The party will also encourage the use of low-interest 
housing funds to create low-cost estates that are environmentally friendly and equipped with 
basic amenities such as paved roads, lighting, water, and drainage.

APGA will also initiate a National Energy Policy that outlines the role of various energy sources, 
such as petroleum, gas, coal, hydroelectricity, solar power, and nuclear power, and provides 
guidelines for energy conservation and efficiency. The policy will also set targets for future 
expansion while taking into consideration the protection of the environment and the 
principles of the Kyoto Protocol.

The party will mobilize the Federal Environmental Protection Agency (FEPA) and other 
organizations concerned with the environment to combat pollution and minimize its impact on 
public health. The state governments, through their Ministries of Health and inter-ministerial 
Health Management Boards, will implement national policies and coordinate the efforts of 
various service providers, including the Ministry of Health, Education, and Finance, the Water 
Board, environmental agencies, donor organizations, and non-governmental organizations. 
Health Management Boards will also be established to coordinate work in local council areas.

8. Allied People's Movement (APM)

The Allied People's Movement has no publicly available manifesto or policies.

9. Action People's Party (APP)

[12]
The Acton People's Party  is committed to improving the environment and 
protecting the lives of citizens, plants, and animals through effective 
environmental programs. An APP government will tackle pressing 
environmental issues such as erosion, oil spillage, and desertification while also 
reviewing the possibility of increasing the percentage of revenue allocated to develop 
ecologically-stricken areas of the country.

In addition, an APP government will place strong emphasis on environmental sanitation 
through annual tree planting and the free supply of nursery plants. It will also prioritize the 
reclamation of land for building projects, and take a strong stance against erosion to protect 
the environment. The disposal of industrial waste will be closely monitored to ensure the 
control of water pollution and pollution of the atmosphere, with vigilance against industrial 
waste policies in advanced countries.

In providing housing, the APP guarantees a strategy that will pay attention to the environment 
and the impact of building projects on the surrounding areas. The party recognizes the 
importance of a clean and healthy environment and is committed to making it a priority in its 
housing initiatives.
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10. Boot Party (BP)

[13]The Boot Party  states that it is committed to addressing the environmental 
degradation and economic hardship in the Niger Delta region. As part of its 
agenda, the party will initiate a comprehensive environmental clean-up and 
restoration project to redress the current state of the region. The party 
recognizes the national shame of the current state of the Niger Delta and is determined to take 
all necessary steps to improve the situation.

In addition, the party pledges to work with oil sector players and all stakeholders to increase 
infrastructure development in the region, reducing the impact of environmental degradation 
and improving the economic well-being of the people living there. The party's blueprint for the 
development of the Niger Delta, the North East, and other regions will be shared and discussed 
with all stakeholders to ensure the success of its policies.

According to Sunday OluwafemiAdenuga, the party's presidential candidate;
"We keep burning carbons and we are not planting enough trees to harvest those carbons from 
the atmosphere. Energy-wise, my government will go through renewable energy. And this is 
very doable. Nigeria is one of the best places you can harvest solar energy. I am going to make 

[14]sure that most homes are powered by solar energy. This can be done in less than a year."

Adenuga recognizes that mitigating the effects of climate change on Nigerians is a crucial task 
for the next president. The recent flooding in parts of the country, which resulted in over 600 
deaths, the displacement of over one million people, and the destruction of property and 
livelihoods, has demonstrated the impact of climate change. Adenuga attributes the issue to 
the high dependence on fossil fuels and plans to address it by investing in renewable energy 

[15]
sources.

11. Labour Party (LP)

Reflecting on environmental and national development, the "Labour Party 
(LP) Manifesto" (as reviewed in 2021) prioritizes integrating environmental 
sustainability into all development efforts. It aims to protect natural 
resources, curb pollution, especially from oil spills and gas flaring, and meet 
targets for clean air, water, and soil fertility through strict enforcement of environmental 
regulations. The party recognizes the importance of preserving sustainable livelihoods and 
promoting national development in a globalized world, with particular focus on addressing 
climate change.

The party also recognizes the widespread urban decay and waste management issues in 
Nigeria and plans to revitalize cities through urban planning and development, including 
housing and waste management initiatives. It promises to also tackle environmental issues 
such as desertification, erosion, deforestation, and environmental degradation in specific 
regions.

In particular, the party is committed to addressing the environmental degradation in the Niger 
Delta region and sees it as a multifaceted development problem requiring a collaborative 
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solution with the local communities. The party views the situation in the Niger Delta as not just 
an environmental problem, but a problem for Nigeria as a whole and is dedicated to finding a 
solution with the involvement of various groups in the region.

'[16]
In his campaign manifesto titled 'It is Possible: Our Pact with Nigerians,  the presidential 
candidate of the Labour Party and former Governor of Anambra State, Peter Obi, recognizes 
Nigeria's position among the top 10 countries most vulnerable to climate change. He is mindful 
that the shift towards a more environmentally friendly economy not only presents challenges 
but also opens up great prospects for driving economic growth and job creation for the 
country's young people. To take advantage of this, he intends to form a Green Army, whose goal 
will be to find ways to access the $3 trillion in global climate funding, with the aim of 
supporting sustainable economic development and transitioning Nigeria to a more 
environmentally responsible era.

His plans for 'leapfrogging' Nigeria into the 4th Industrial Revolution also mark the structuring 
of sustainable transport systems that are cognizant of environmental impacts. The 
'leapfrogging' plan for transitioning into the 4th Industrial Revolution also seeks to provide 
significant incentives to companies and industries that make noticeable steps towards 
transitioning to clean and alternative energy, both for internal use and for export. The main 
concern is to protect the environment, using a combination of rewards and consequences to 
ensure that industry and oil production do not harm the environment and livelihoods.

12. New Nigeria People's Party (NNPP)

[17]
The 44-page manifesto of the New Nigeria People's Party (NNPP)  makes no 
mention of climate change and limits its reflection on the environment to 
periodic environmental sanitation exercises. However, at a Presidential Town 
Hall Meeting on Climate Change and Environmental Concerns held at the 
University of Abuja at the instance of the NGOs Health of Mother Earth Foundation, We the 
People and Corporate Accountability and Public Participation Africa,  New Nigeria Peoples 
Party (NNPP) presidential candidate, Senator RabiuKwankwaso, stated that if elected 
president, his government will provide a pro-people and pro-nature framework for addressing 
climate change, improving livelihoods and well-being, promoting adaptation capacity, and 

[18]achieving low-emission and sustainable economic growth.

In his 2023 presidential election campaign manifesto titled 'My Pledge to You', 
RabiuKwankwaso commits to working "assiduously to combat climate change and its negative 

[19]impacts, such as floods, erosion, desertification, etc."  Reflecting on the oil-producing Niger 
Delta, he states that if elected, his party will work to "protect and conserve the environment 
to ensure environmental best practices in the utilization of oil and gas resources in the area".
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13. National Rescue Movement (NRM)

[20] The NRM manifesto makes no reference to environmental sustainability or 
protection, nor does it pay any attention to or make mention of climate 
change.

However, the Presidential Candidate of the party, Felix Johnson Osakwe, promises to prioritize 
green energy if elected in the 2023 presidential election 'to save the world from 

[21] destruction'. He acknowledges that climate change has resulted in diseases for Nigerians due 
to gas flaring in the Niger Delta region. He pointed out that although laws are in place to stop 
gas flaring, enforcement remains a challenge, and the citizens are negatively affected while 
the government benefits from oil and gas exploration. He also mentions that the Niger Delta 
region's ecosystem has been seriously harmed, leading to the ozone layer's depletion. He goes 
on to say that the air in the South-south region is heavily polluted with soot, which has had 
terrible impacts on the health of residents. The NRM government, according to Osakwe, will 
promote tree planting and phase out the use of fossil fuels in favour of green energy such as 
solar, wind, and water. The NRM government will join the global trend towards green energy to 

[22]advance the technology of the country and compete with the best in the world.

14. Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)

One of the objectives of the People's Democratic Party, as contained in the 
Party's Manifesto section on health, is "to promote a healthy physical 
environment by intensifying the present periodic environmental sanitation 

[23]
exercises."  On energy, the Party recognizes the need to emphasize more 
climate-friendly options and pledges to "encourage private participation in the 

[24]search for and use of alternative sources of environmentally sustainable energy."  It 
particularly highlights the harnessing of solar energy to address the power supply shortage in 
Nigeria. This is proposed as a partnership with the private sector.

For environmental obligations, the PDP pledges to pursue a policy that will ensure that every 
Nigerian is able to live in an environment conducive to good health and well-being. The party is 
also committed to addressing the ecological problems caused by mining and oil extraction in 
the country. To achieve this, a PDP-led government will maintain the current system of 
monthly environmental sanitation exercises, ensure proper disposal of household and 
industrial waste, implement programs to combat pollution and environmental degradation, 
strengthen the Federal Environmental Protection Agency to increase its effectiveness in 
creating a sound environment for all Nigerians, allocate sufficient resources to the Ecological 
Fund and the National Emergency and Disaster Relief Agency, enhance the physical 
environment of Nigeria's cities and towns through beautification, and promote environmental 
ethics and aesthetics among Nigerians. A similar objective is also outlined in its policy for 
housing.

Ahead of the general elections, the presidential candidate of the PDP, former vice president 
AtikuAbubakar, released the "Atiku Plan," a document detailing his plans for addressing key 
critical issues in Nigeria. In the entire 186-page document, climate change is mentioned only 
once, and only in reference to the security challenges it engenders. No mention is made of 
Nigeria's global commitments or plans to cut emissions or support ongoing climate change 
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mitigation and adaptation initiatives. The document, however, mentions "preventive care 
strategy by creating a clean environment and modernizing living conditions," etc. as one of its 
targets. The former vice president was also quoted in the plan, stating that "the price of 
economic prosperity must not come at the cost destroying the one resource that makes our 

[25]
everyday existence possible – Earth".

In the Niger Delta region, the PDP wants to genuinely implement the Niger Delta Plan. This 
plan is a comprehensive strategy for addressing the region's environmental concerns, such as 
oil pollution, biodiversity loss, and environmental deterioration. The plan entails 
collaborating with local communities, non-governmental groups, and international 
organisations to advance sustainable development and conserve the environment.

In addition, the government intends to implement rigorous environmental sustainability 
measures in the Niger Delta to combat environmental degradation and pollution. These 
projects will involve the implementation of sustainable development-promoting policies and 
practices, such as renewable energy, waste management, and sustainable agriculture. The 
government will collaborate with local communities and international partners to implement 
these projects and ensure their success.

The North East Commission for Rehabilitation, Reconstruction, and Development is tasked 
with implementing a Marshall-plan-style strategy in desert and erosion-affected regions, 
particularly in Northern Nigeria, as part of the government's stated policies. This plan entails 
mobilising resources from the private sector and foreign donors for restoration and 
development. A PDP government will cooperate with local communities to determine their 
requirements and prioritise the places that need rehabilitation and development.

Under the restructuring objectives in governance, the environment will be devolved to the 
concurrent list to enable state governments participate and partake. The objectives for 
furthering international relations also mentions a synergetic relationship with the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) towards environmental causes.

15. People's Redemption Party (PRP)

[26]In its manifesto , the PRP emphasizes promoting environmental 
sustainability in the country by effectively utilizing its natural 
resources, such as petroleum and coal, and providing access to clean 
water, electricity, and transport facilities in rural areas. The aim is to 
restore the livelihoods of citizens affected by resource extraction and to prevent 
desertification and erosion. Additionally, it focuses on empowering rural communities through 
development policies and rehabilitating areas damaged by oil pollution. The priority is 
reversing erosion and desertification and providing the necessary infrastructure to rural 
communities to support economic recovery. The PRP manifesto makes no mention of climate 
change or the need to curb emissions.
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16. Social Democratic Party (SDP)

[27]
The Party  recognizes the global concern for environmental protection as 
a result of global warming and climate change. It intends to adopt and 
enforce relevant laws and comply with international regulations on 
environmental protection. The party's objective is to promote 
environmental safety, justice, and a community-based approach to environmental protection. 
The activities of multinational corporations will be monitored, and laws, both local and 
international, will be invoked to penalize any defaulters. The party also plans to ensure that 
exploration and mining of any minerals conform to international best practices. The practice 
of gas flaring during mineral oil mining will be terminated within two years of the party's 
assumption of power at the federal level. States are encouraged to enact laws to protect their 
environment from the negative impacts of mining activities. The party will also take action to 
combat land erosion, sea incursion, coastal encroachment, de-vegetation, deforestation, and 
desertification through research and local studies.

Adebayo Adeoye, the presidential candidate of the Social Democratic Party (SDP), announced 
his commitment to enforcing Section 20 of the Nigerian Constitution, which lays out 
environmental protection as a fundamental goal of state policy. Adeoye stated that the 
Constitution requires the government to protect and improve the environment, as well as 
preserve the country's water, air, forests, and wildlife. He emphasized that his administration 
would pursue environmental plans that align with the social and economic development of the 

[28]country.

17. Young Progressive Party (YPP)

[29]
The Young Progressive Party (YPP)  aims to ensure a healthy and safe 
environment for all citizens in Nigeria. In particular, the party plans to tackle 
ecological problems associated with the mining and oil industries in the country. 
To achieve this, a YPP government will maintain the monthly environmental 
sanitation exercise, regulate the disposal of household and industrial waste, implement 
programs to reduce environmental pollution, strengthen the Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency, allocate sufficient funds to the Ecological Fund and National Emergency 
and Disaster Relief Agency, improve the physical appearance of cities and towns, and promote 
environmental awareness among the citizens of Nigeria.

18. Zenith Labour Party

The Zenith Labour Party states it will prioritize the promotion of 
green and environmentally friendly practices (the Go Green 
Revolution) in healthcare by incorporating local herbal remedies 
and environmentally conscious practices. The party will also take 
action to combat climate change by following international standards and 
regulations and by enforcing laws related to gas flaring as part of public 
governance for climate action.
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We the People

About We the People 

We the People (registered as Centre for Social Studies and 
Development) provides spaces for people, especially those at 
vulnerable ends of government and private sector policies, to 
protect their social, political, economic and ecological rights. 

We the People supports people with tools, skills and networks to 
project their voices and protect their rights. We work to identify 

best practices and alternatives that respect people's rights, 
protect their livelihoods, conserves their environment and 

promote their existence. Our goal is to create an open and free 
society founded on a modern social contract.

Based in the Niger Delta cities of Port Harcourt and Calabar, We 
the People is engaged in important campaigns around human 

rights promotion, governance, climate change, environment and 
public accountability. Our approach comes from a well-reasoned 

strategy focused on strengthening the capacity of passionate 
people to lead interventions that result in addressing their own 

issues. We believe that the best results come from strengthening 
the voice and agency of all citizens to demand their social 

contract from those who govern them and their agents. 


